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NEW INITIATIVE ACCELERATES WEST COAST’S DRIVE FOR
ELECTRIC VEHICLE FLEET PURCHASES
PORTLAND—The governors of California, Oregon, and Washington and the premier of
British Columbia are teaming up with West Coast cities, counties and utilities to launch a
major new initiative designed to accelerate adoption of zero-emission vehicles in public and
private fleets on the West Coast.
The initiative is a project of the Pacific Coast Collaborative, a joint effort of the states and
province to accelerate a low-carbon economy on the West Coast. The region comprises the
world’s fifth largest economy.
Oregon Gov. Kate Brown announced the new initiative at Drive Oregon’s EV Roadmap
Conference taking place this week in Portland.
West Coast Electric Fleets is designed to help fleet managers incorporate zero-emission
vehicles and provide access to a peer-to-peer network to help operators learn from one
another as they scale up use of electric vehicles and associated infrastructure. Over 20
leading vehicle fleets on the West Coast have joined as initial participants, including:





State and provincial fleets for California, Oregon, Washington and British Columbia;
Major West Coast city fleets, including Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland,
Portland, Seattle, Olympia and Vancouver, BC;
Fleets from several smaller West Coast cities and counties;
Leading West Coast utilities, including the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power and BC Hydro.

“The West Coast Electric Fleets initiative leads the way in helping fleets scale up zeroemission vehicles to reach our goal that, by 2016, 10 percent of all new purchases are
electric vehicles,” Governor Kate Brown said. “I am pleased to announce that 22 public
fleets from British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and California have joined this effort,”
Brown said.
“Over the next three years, our government is investing $7.5 million in purchase incentives
to promote clean-energy vehicles for both private and fleet owners,” said British Columbia
Premier Christy Clark. “By working with our PCC partners on the West Coast Electric

Fleets initiative, we’re also encouraging companies and governments to look at zeroemission fleets - it's good for the environment, as well as our economies,” Clark said.
Because they can utilize centralized charging, often have predictable routes and typically
focus on life-time vehicle costs, fleet operations are well suited to expand use of electric
vehicles. And, fleets comprise a major market for new vehicle purchases: For example, more
than 42,000 medium- and heavy-duty vehicles were sold to fleets in California, Oregon and
Washington in 2013.
“We are committed to supporting plug-in technology and electric vehicle infrastructure,”
said Marvin Moon of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP). “We plan
to purchase more than 150 plug-in replacement vehicles in 2015. That is a lot of avoided
pollution and will mean much cleaner air in Los Angeles, which we are really proud of,”
Moon said.
British Columbia, California, Oregon and Washington are signatories to the 2013 Pacific
Coast Collaborative Action Plan on Climate and Energy. At a 2014 meeting in Portland,
Oregon, PCC signatories pledged to “take actions to expand the use of zero-emission
vehicles, aiming for 10 percent of new vehicle purchases in public and private fleets by
2016.” The West Coast Electric Fleet initiative represents an important step advancing that
goal.
Based on a recent analysis of U.S. cities’ electric vehicle actions, many of the major metro
areas throughout the West Coast region are clearly demonstrating the kind of policy
support and consumer awareness and outreach actions that are needed to accelerate
electric vehicle deployment. This latest fleet initiative further asserts the region’s policy
leadership to spur the electric vehicle market.
The Pacific Coast Collaborative was established to address the unique and shared
circumstances of the Pacific coastal areas and jurisdictions in North America by providing a
framework for co-operative action, a forum for leadership and the sharing of information on
best practices, and a common voice on issues facing coastal and Pacific jurisdictions. More at
pacificcoastcollaborative.org.
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